Friendly Neighborhood 


LAST MONTH IN 


Friendly Neighborhood 


IDEA MAN 


Peter Parker has had a lot to adjust 
to recently: 


His death and rebirth. Strange 
powers. And a new costume 
designed for him by Tony Stark, 
a.k.a. Iron Man. 


However, there are some aspects 

of Peter’s life that are regressing 

to the way they were before. His 
friend, Flash Thompson, has awoken 
from a coma and reverted to the 
bully he used to be in high school, 
completely forgetting that he and 
Peter were best friends for many 
years. 


And J. Jonah Jameson, whose hate 
for Spider-Man was assuaged after 
Peter Parker convinced him that 

his own son, John Jameson, was 
actually the famous web-slinger, has 
ed that Peter intentionally 
im. To get even, he has 
agreed to fund a charity wrestling 
match between Spider-Man and an 
enigmatic wrestler known only as El 
Muerto. 


El Muerto’s past is a mystery to 
most, but it is said that a mystical 
wrestling god known as El Dorado 
murdered his father and promised 
to take his life next if he did not best 
a champion fighter and claim his 
mask. 


During the match, El Muerto’s 
strength and determination were 
almost enough to unmask Spider- 
Man, but at the crucial moment, a 
poisonous stinger reflexively sprung 
from the wall-crawler’s wrist and 
injured the wrestler... 
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YOU WANT TO TELL ME WHAT HAPPENED, 
PETEF? THE TV CAMERAS DION'T HAVE A 6000 
FINGLE ON IT, 50 THERE'S NO CLEA FOOTAGE. 


"BUT JAMESON 1S CLAIMING THAT YOU 
‘SPEAR UP YOUR SLEEVE. 


T BUILT 
THAT SLEEVE, ANOI SURE CONT  \o 


IND. 
REMEMBER TUCKING ONE IN THERE. 


TO TELL ME IF YOU'RE MAKING 
MOOIFICATIONS TO YOUR ENSEMBLE T 
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT. 


PETER | ROGER | VICTOR CHRIS |VC'SCORY | MICHAEL 
i, oats] "Fe | oc 


PENCILER 


IN CHEF | PUBLISHER 


T’LL FRY 

THE WALL-CRAWLER 

FOR THIS, ROBBIE, 
I SWEAR. 


SHOVING A 
POISONED SPEAR INTO. 
AN OPPONENT'S LEG WHEN 
HE REALIZED THAT HE WAS 
GOING DOWN...OF ALL THE 
DIRTY, UNDERHANDED.. 


NO, ROBBIE. THIS ONE, 
HE DOESN'T GET AWAY 
WITH. THIS TIME, 


THERE'S GOING TO 
BE AN ACCOUNTING, 


FOR WHAT IT'S 
WORTH, JONAH, 
IT LOOKED TO ME 
AS IF SPIDER-MAN 
WAS AS SURPRISED 
‘AS ANYBODY. 


ROBBIE, FOR CRYING OUT 
LOUD, HE WEARS A MASK 
THAT COVERS HIS 


WHOLE FACE. SAYING HOW 


HE "LOOKED" TO 


‘YOU IS PURE 
SPECULATION, 


1s IT 
GETTING DARKER 
IN HERE? 


LOOK, PETER, EXPLORING THIS 
“TOTEM” BUSINESS DOESNT 
MERN YOU'RE RBANOONING 

SCIENCE. WHAT ELSE 15 

SCIENCE BUT INVESTIGATION? 


ONCE UPON A TIME, THE 
BEST KNOLULEDGE MAN 


‘MOVED ACROSS THE SKY 
BECAUSE THE GODS 
PULLED IT WITH ® CHARIOT, 
OF IT WAS CHASED BY 
ALUOLF. 


THEN NEWTON DEVELOPED 
LAWS THAT “POSITIVELY” 
DETERMINED HOW THE 

PHYSICAL UNIVERSE LUORKED. 

UNTIL IT LAS FOUND HIS “LALWS” 

GION APPLY TO SUBRTOMICS. 

‘BOOM: QUANTLIM MECHANICS 

WAS BORN. 


BOTTOM LINE, MAYBE 
SCIENCE AND MAGIC AREN'T. 
MUTURLLY EXCLUSIVE. MAYBE 
THEYRE DIFFERENT WAYS OF 
APPROACHING THE SAME. 
CONCEPT: HOW THINGS WORK, 


EVOLUTION? 


sO 
THEY SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED EQUALLY? 
ONE NOT ELEVATED 
‘OVER THE OTHER? 


TM SAYING. 
AS SCIENTISTS, 
WE SHOULD 
CONSIDER 
ALL OPTIONS. 


BUT...WAIT! 
YOU DIDN'T 
ANSWER ABOUT 
EVOLUT-- 


LALA LA IM 
NOT LISTENING, 


1A, LR, LA. 


INTELLIGENT DESIGN 
SHOULD BE GIVEN THE 
SAME WEIGHT AS 


SCIENTISTS LOOK FOR PATTERNS 
IN THE CHAOS, FROM WHICH THEY 
DRAW CONCLUSIONS. 


50 WERE THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
THAT CREATED YOU PRAT OF 
SOME GRAND SCHEME RATHER 
THAN HAPPENSTANCE? 
WELL,..LUHY NOT? PEOPLE ALWAYS 
CLAIM THINGS HRPPEN “FOR A REASON, 
‘MAYBE THAT REASON HAS RULES TO BE 
‘DISCOVERED IN A PUZZLING NEW FIELD. 


"QUANDARY 
MECHANICS?" 


OKAY, IM 
GOING HOME 
Now, i 


WE'LL AUN TESTS ON YOUR 

‘STINGER APPENDAGE AFTER 

YOU'RE OONE VISITING YOUR 

WRESTLER FRIEND. SEE LUHAT 
MAKES IT TICK. 


éD-DONDE 
ESTOY...?, 


YOU'RE AT 
A NEW YORK CITY 
HOSPITAL, EL MUERTO. 
SPIDER-MAN CHEATED. 
IN YOUR MATCH. 


YOU HAVE 
My WORD ON 
THAT. 


HE INJECTED 
SOME SORT OF "POISON" 
INTO YOUR BLOODSTREAM. 
NOTHING TOXIC, APPARENTLY, 
BUT ENOUGH TO PARALYZE 
YOU TEMPORARILY. 
THEN HE 
SLUNG YOU OVER, 
HIS SHOULDER LIKE 
A SIDE OF BEEF 
AND RUSHED YOU 
HERE... 


I KNOW 
THAT, ROBBIE. 
IN HIGH SCHOOL, 
I TOOK THREE 
YEARS OF 


Sek SPANISH T. 


PROBABLY TO 
ASSUAGE HIS GUILTY 
CONSCIENCE. 
BUT DON'T 

WORRY ABOUT A 
THING. YOU'RE UNDER 
THE FINEST CARE HERE, 

‘AND PERFECTLY 

SAFE. 


a ——|a) “WELL, DON’T 
o YOU LOOK, 
LOVELY...” 


ABOUT, 
"JARVIS"2, 


SINCE YOU < ¥- > 


HE'S HERE 
STEP. TO BE KILLING 
ASIDE OR ME! KNOW 
DIE. THIS! 
CALM DOWN! 
NO ONE'S KILLING 
y ANYONE! 
foe 4 
} NOW SEE HERE, 
7 YOU GOLD-PLATED 
= “JONAH, \ARBANZO 
BNW ANTAGONIZING THEY ia 
LARGE HOMICIDAL MAN ‘ 
MIGHT NOT BE THE Z 
A. BEST COURSE OF VF 
ACTION. (Z 
5 Te 
3 a. 2 
IT'S UNDER 
CONTROL, 
ROBBIE, DON'T 
| WORRY. 
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THAT'S WHAT > 
+ = YOU SAID DURING UNION = 
: S NEGOTIATIONS IN ‘96, AND ‘\ i 
SS BA WE WOUND UP PICKETED \ | 
\ s FOR THREE MONTHS. Al | N 
He's T 
BAH! SOME TWO-BIT RIVAL 
Maha WRESTLER DOESN'T SCARE 
e ~ q ME! AS FOR YOU... 
Oa, I'M 
Oo J. JONAH JAMESON! 
“A PUBLISHER OF THE 


DAILY BUGLE. WHOEVER 
YOU ARE, I CAN DEMOLISH 
YOUR WRESTLING 
REPUTATION WITH A SINGLE 
EDITORIAL! IN CASE YOU 
HAVEN'T HEARD... 


y A THE PEN Is ; 
yy ia MIGHTIER THAN : 
THE SWORD. _/> —\f 


{{ OH, I'VE 
HEARD... 


A 
= IVE JUST 7h 
x » ! 5 NEVER HAD THE 
: | ! CHANCE TO TEST Y 
IN a THAT THEORY, 
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THEY'RE IN CAHOOTS! i 
SPIDER-MAN'S JUST 
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7 MORE THANT 
L__ Loeek CAN SAY FOR EL 
: SPIDER-MAN-=1 NI 


YOU, JUAN-CARLOS! HERE 


I UNDERESTIMATED Re BUT INSTEAD 
RE AS AN 


OPPONENT, ANE 
FORFEITED 


“J yA KE 
@ NT, AND THUS CET ERING 
EITED YOUR 
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YOU NEVER 

TOLD ME THE EXACT 

CIRCUMSTANCES OF 
HOW IT BROKE. 


YOU FEEL ANY 


HAD Of} 


EVER SINCE 
THAT NONSENSE WHEN 
THE PRESS THOUGHT YOU 
WERE MY GIRLFRIEND, 
YOU'VE SEEMED A LITTLE... 
GUARDED...WITH ME. 


HAVE A BUILT-IN 
LIPOSUCTION DEVICE, 


IN YOU. AND_AN ONBOARD 


DESSERT CART. 


IT'S JUST..I’M USED TO 
THE WORLD LOOKING AT 
MY HUSBAND WITH 
SUSPICION. IT GETS ME 
LOOKING BACK AT THE 


WORLD THE SAME 
way. 


YOU'RE A 
GOOD FRIEND, BUT 
I KEEP WORRYING 
THINGS COULD 
CHANGE. WHAT 
‘COULD POSSIBLY 
CHANGE IT? 


STRANGE 
THAT YOU WOULD 
DENY THE MAGIC 

THAT FLOWS IN YOU 


AN! YOU SPOKE 


J, 
oF 


T KNOW OF NO SUCH 
NATURAL ABILITY 
IN SPIDERS. eure 
POSSESS TRACKING 
SENSES JUST AS YOU... 
‘SENSES THAT TELL ME 
YOU HAVE FLED 


TO. 


THE WEAPONS 
IN YOUR ARMS APPEAR 
IN RESPONSE TO THREATS 
FROM SUCH AS EL MUERTO. 
WHO IS PART OF A MYSTIC 
CHAIN OF INHERITED ag 
POWER... 


c'mon, 
c'mon, keep 
yapping, just 
another few 
seconds... 


I AM TIRED OF 
LIVING WITH YOUR 
JUDGMENTS! a 


THEY GAVE 
ME THE TIME I 
NEEDED TO FINISH 
THIS. 


BUT I’M A 
MAN OF SCIENCE, 
I DON'T NEED STINGERS 


